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Reflection Essay of Previous Work on Abortion
Throughout this fall semester, I have learned many writing techniques that have overall enhanced my ability to perfect my writing skills. The essay that has helped improve my writing skills the most was the report essay. This essay was very challenging for me, meeting with several tutors and my Professor to help point out key areas that required editing was very beneficial. I now understand when writing an essay, it is imperative to review and make necessary edit corrections to prevent the repeating of the same common mistakes. Although I made several mistakes in writing the report essay, those mistakes helped me to improve my grammatical errors, sentence structures, citations, and punctuations.
There were several grammatical errors in my essay. For instance, I wrote a few words plural instead of singular, giving it a whole different meaning. Although my tutor highlighted a few grammatical errors in my essay. From the edit suggestions, I was able to replace the mistakes with the corrections. For example, the tutor corrected my grammatical errors such as "views" with "view". Throughout my report essay, I noticed several errors in my grammar that were overlooked by myself as well as my tutor. I learned to take responsibility for my own mistakes by reviewing my essay thoroughly before submission of my final draft. This has helped me improve in writing my last essay this semester.
Wrong placement of topic sentence structure. I wrote the introduction sentence without introducing the main idea behind the topic, making the statement to be general. From the tutor's correction, I learned that the topic sentence and the explanation that follows it should be precise in explaining the topic issue of Abortion. Since I had used it in the thesis statement, I placed the introduction topic correctly to emphasize the point and to be on-topic, making it to be meaningful. "Abortions have been a debatable and controversial topic amongst America's Pro-Life and Pro-Choice supporters for decades." Placing it in the correct position as the first statement of my essay. I managed to make amendments to sentence structures. ‘When I changed it, my essay got a better meaning, and I understood it better.
I improved on the citations. From the start, learning how to properly cite my work has been a challenge for me, trial and error from the report essay, and the feedback that the tutor provided, I learned how to cite my work. For instance, “Thou Shall not Kill,” ought to be cited, but it was not cited. I was not familiar with citing material from the bible. From the draft, the in-text citation was not supported by the bibliography proving the work and the information where I obtained. Upon do my using research by using Owl Purdue and guidance from my tutor, I corrected the error and correctly cited my essay.
I tried to minimize the punctuation errors. I made several errors in my draft. My punctuation in the essay was not the best. The tutor made corrections on punctuation errors for me, such as “Roe was also based in part on the Fourteenth Amendment right to privacy, which the court ruled was ‘broad enough to encompass a woman’s decision whether or not to terminate her pregnancy’, the tutor placed the missing quotation marks and commas correctly. This gave me more insight into paying close attention to making sure I am including correct punctuation in my writing.
Overall, I have been able to improve my writing skills, during writing the report essay. I increased my knowledge of paying attention to grammatical mistakes, that can be easily overlooked. When writing my essay, I learned how to make sure my topic sentences are structured correctly. Also using the feedback from my writing tutors has assisted me with minimizing mistakes. Using Owl Purdue as a reference for my in the text citations has helped me to correctly cite my work. Learning how to properly use punctuations was a common mistake I noticed in a few of my writing material. I would use commas in some areas that were not required to have them. Many challenges have occurred this fall semester, with writing my essays. However, I have obtained valuable knowledge that has enhanced my ability to become a better writer now and in my future.
